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Minutes and proceedings of the meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Hope, Indiana. 

 

Be it remembered that the Town Council of the Town of Hope, Indiana held a called meeting at the 

Hope Town Hall in said town at 5:30 p.m. on February 20, 2018. 

 

A quorum was declared present based on the presence of the following council members:  Ed Johnson 

(President), Jerry Bragg (Vice President), Clyde Compton, Nellie Meek and Ohmer Miller. Town Manager 

JT Doane and Clerk Treasurer, Diane Burton was also present. 

 

The prayer was given by Jerry Bragg. 

 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ed Johnson. 

  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Minutes 12/19/17  

Clyde made a motion for the approval of the minutes. Jerry seconded. Motion carries 5/0.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CLAIMS 

Clyde made a motion for the approval of the claims. Nellie seconded. Motion carries 5/0. Diane stated 

a have a claim from Strand Associates for December service on the water storage tank rehab in the 

amount of $510.73 to be paid through SRF. Ohmer made a motion for the approval of the SRF claim. 

Jerry seconded. Motion carries 5/0. Diane stated we did have an unexpected claim come up for a power 

cord for the pump at the Moravian Lift Station. It’s for $2,902 payable to Xylem. Nellie made a motion 

to approve the claim in the amount of $2,902.00. Jerry seconded. Motion carries 5/0. David was 

waiting on the quote and arrived late to the meeting. David later explained the purchase and the need 

of the power cord per request of Ed Johnson. David explained that there was a short in the cable. We’re 

operating at 50% right now.   

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

2018 PLAN COMMISSION/2018 BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS/2018 EDIT COMMITTEE 

Ed stated we are going to appoint the old committees and keep them the same as last year. JT stated 

Ms. Taylor had stated she no longer wants to serve. Ed confirmed and stated she will be replaced. 

Ohmer made a motion to keep Plan Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals and the Edit Committee the 

same as last year. Clyde seconded. Nellie asked if the Plan Commission was going to be set up like we 

looked into and as it should be set up. Ed answered we will look into it but not at this time. Motion 

carries 4/1. 

 

COUNTY ROAD 775 EAST ANNEXATION UPDATES 

JT Doane stated Cindy is not able to attend tonight due to a funeral. There is a memorandum that she 

submitted on that. The last stage was that she was meeting with County Attorney Grant Tucker to 

finalize the paperwork. It’s all been approved. The Commissioners did agree to support the annexation 

of County Road 775 East. It’s a matter of County Attorney Tucker and Cindy Boll finalizing the necessary 

paperwork and documentation on that annexation. Clyde asked if that was the same update as last 
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month. JT Confirmed. Clyde stated in other words nothing has been done. One other thing next month is 

Cindy’s last month. We need to do something about getting an attorney.  

 

PROJECT UPDATES 

DRINKING WATER PROJECT 

Trena Carter stated Strand is going to address that. SRF funding, we are running near the end of that as 

well. 

 

MAIN STREET DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 

Trena stated the Planning Grant is complete. We did meet with Andrea Deutsch and Eric Ogle. We are in 

the process of paring down what we are going to do. We’ll discuss that more at the Main Street 

Meeting. The Main Street Director will update you on that as well.  

 

HOPE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Trena stated the Fire Department, Chad Emmitt, submitted the application to FEMA before the 

deadline. Chad confirmed. Chad stated the grant is for air packs. 

 

USDA POLICE VEHICLE GRANT 

Trena stated Matt now has the quotes that we need. We will be working on the documents. If there are 

documents that need signature for the application prior to submission, will the council approve to allow 

your Council President sign these documents if it’s before the next council meeting? Clyde made a 

motion to approve the Council President signing the documents. Ohmer seconded. Motion carries 

5/0.  

 

HOME OWNER OCCUPIED REHAB 

Trena stated we are still awaiting grant agreements and resolutions from IHCDA. We met the deadline 

for the release of funds or at least notice of intent for a review. We are just waiting for them to send out 

grant documents. Diane stated I have had some residents ask me about this. Do you think we will know 

soon?  Trena answered I thought it would be before now. I know Victoria has been requesting 

information from the property homeowners. As soon as we receive that from the IHCDA, we will be 

coming before the council to get the resolution passed and to get everything squared away.   

 

TOWN HALL 

Trena stated the Chair of the Town Hall Committee is going to speak later. Trena stated I would like to 

have this addressed at least annually to see where we are and if we think we will be moving forward. I 

want to keep it on the list as far as projects that are out there. It was a consensus of the council to revisit 

it at least annually.   

 

OCRA  

Trena stated OCRA has sent out their competitive grant cycle calendar. The proposal date for 2018 is 

May 25th for the first round. The full application date is July 20th. The second round the proposal is 

October 5th with the full application due on November 30th. I know there is a couple of infrastructure 

projects that need quite a bit of investigation before we move forward on those and also Main Street. 
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COPS GRANT 

Clyde asked the status on the grant for the police officer. Trena answered that was not funded. Trena 

stated I still have that on my list. When that becomes available again, I will work with Matt and see what 

we can do. Clyde stated with the state of events that is going on across this nation, I think it would be a 

very good thing to keep up on if there is any way possible. Trena stated I haven’t seen the notice of 

availability at this point. As soon as we receive that, we will begin the application process.  

 

WATER TOWER UPDATE 

Steve Robertson, Strand, stated there is no update. We are still waiting for lettering to be done. 

Everything else has been taken care of. We just have to wait for a long enough stretch for good weather. 

They will coordinate with Dave because the water in the tower has to be lowered. Ed asked about the 

lights not working. David stated they have to buy a new light to replace it. JT brought up the final 

disbursement. Steve stated Ryan did not pass on any information about that. Steve asked Diane if she 

knows how much will be left. Diane answered around $10,000. Steve stated they are pretty specific on 

what it can be used for but they do want you to use it. Diane stated a motion was made last month for 

the final disbursement. We were just waiting on the final lien waiver which did come in.  

 

2017 COMMUNITY CROSSING MATCHING GRANTS 

JT Doane stated we have a preconstruction meeting scheduled tomorrow at 3:00 here at Town Hall with 

Strand and O’Mara. Council before you tonight as a formality was a copy of the contract that I received 

from INDOT. Essentially that is memorializing the award that we received for the two grant applications I 

prepared and submitted for the Town of Hope back in July of 2017 for the sum of $211,504.50. We will 

contribute our match of 25% which is a total of $70,501.50. Clyde made a motion to accept the contract 

and allow Council President Ed Johnson to sign the contract. Jerry seconded. Motion carries 5/0. JT 

stated as soon as Mother Nature cooperates they will start with the sidewalks. Following that we will 

smell the progressive smell of asphalt! 

 

GOSHEN MEADOWS SANITARY PROJECT 

JT Doane stated this is on our list of infrastructure projects for the near future. We’ve had the data 

analysis test going on out at Goshen Meadows to indicate to us how many we need to replace. Steve 

added the flow meters are still in place. We’re hoping for some heavy rains so we can monitor that over 

the next couple of days. That should be the last part of data to be able to come back and state what 

needs to happen.  

 

GARBAGE AND RUBBISH UPDATES 

JT Doane stated we had three homes that were tagged last week. I’m still continuing that effort to tag 

those homes that are in violation of that ordinance. If anyone sees a home that is violating that 

ordinance, just call Town Hall and let me know. Town Attorney Boll currently has two properties that 

need go to the next step for legal action who have not complied.  

 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES (Ordinance 2018-01, 2nd Reading) 

Ed stated we are going to skip the Recreational Vehicle Ordinance. We still have some cleaning up we 

need to do on the wording on that. JT Doane stated just one item on that. There was a list that was 

brought by today by Pastor Ed Cottrell that is on the table with a few suggestions that he had towards 
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that ordinance. If you have any additional revisions, let me know. I will get those to Town Attorney Boll 

and we will be ready for this perhaps by your next meeting.  

 

MAIN STREET OF HOPE 

Susan Thayer Fye stated the Main Street Annual Report was filed with OCRA on February 1st. If anyone 

wants an electronic copy, I’ll be glad to send it to you. This report is required for us to keep our status. 

Saint Patrick’s Day is Saturday, March 17th. We’re doing a Pooch Parade at noon on the square. The only 

request we really have is that we need the angled parking just north of the square from SR 9 to Harrison 

blocked off. We are going to have some kids and dogs from about 10:30 that morning until about 1:30 

then I will be glad to bring the orange cones back to the Police Station. We’re going to use the sidewalk 

for the parade. It was a consensus of the Council to approve the request.  

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION GRANTS 

Susan stated we are currently to the point where we are dropping projects into buckets. We may be 

applying for a large grant. The big grant that would fit our projects is MSRP which is up to $600,000. It 

requires a 20% match. That is hard to do. Susan reviewed the projects again which includes lighting, ADA 

pathways in the square, wayfaring signage, permanent benches, containers, trash containers and 

building facades. Main Street meets this Thursday night here at Town Hall. It is an open meeting. There 

is another grant that is a possibility, the Public Facilities Grant which requires a 10% match. We 

determined we can’t get restrooms for the square. Susan explained that we could consider revamping 

the restrooms that are here and make them usable twelve months out of the year as well as ADA 

compliant. The council agreed for Susan to get pricing. Susan stated I have an announcement. On Friday, 

July 13th the Main Street Organizations throughout the state of Indiana will be descending upon the 

town of Hope. There will be fifty-five to sixty people here from around the state. They will be here from 

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. We are doing lunch, programs and speakers. It will be held at Willow Leaves. I will 

need volunteers, greeters and tour guides. We want to showcase the Town of Hope. Susan reviewed 

items that do not require public funding: Historic walking tours, historic markers on buildings in the 

Hope Historic District, historic plaques and brochures. We may have found a workable free historic 

phone app. In the study that was done with consultants, one of the recommendations they come up 

with was a RFP for the vacant lot owned by the Community Center. We are going to meet to determine 

if the Community Center Board wants to do that. Susan shared the process that will need to take place if 

this is done. Susan mentioned doing a tax abatement as an incentive. Susan also suggested using Edit 

funds to help with infrastructure. Susan stated I want to remind you that Hope does not have a Historic 

Compliance Board even though we have a Historic District. Therefore, unless tax payer dollars are used 

for development, Town Government really can’t tell the developer what that building is supposed to 

look like. Trena added a lot of towns who have Historic Downtown have Historic Boards. It is basically a 

set of guidelines of things you can and cannot do as far as the type of structures that are allowed in the 

Historic District. Tim Shoaf asked why would it not be a good fit for Hope. Susan answered because it 

can be too strict. There was discussion on a Historic Board. Shirley Robertson stated as an adjoining 

property owner to the lot that we are talking about, I think that the property owners need to have some 

kind of input too.  
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NEW TOWN HALL 

Tim Shoaf, Town Hall Committee Chair, stated there was a presentation made at the last meeting over 

the results of our Town Hall Committee. I have a feeling it might have been misinterpreted. I just want 

to give it a new voice and have you take another look at it. Everyone agrees that a Town Hall will 

definitely be needed in the future. The cost will be significant no matter what the replacement structure 

might end up being. It will be a great service to the future Council, to the future of our children and our 

grandchildren and to the town as a whole if the sitting Council begins setting aside the money to make it 

possible at some point. The Town Hall Building Committee has presented a concept of what it might 

take to replace the Town Hall. It does give us a realistic idea of what we need in cost to construct it. 

Diane, the Clerk Treasurer, proposed setting aside $46,500 a year to: (a) confirm that the town can 

afford to pay that kind of money without a hindrance to the daily business of the town (b) to build a 

down payment which will reduce the amount of the future loan the town might need when it comes 

time to build the Town Hall. One question that did come up was about over extending ourselves. The 

town had a Rainy Day Fund of $9,000 when the Clerk Treasurer took office. She now has $89,000 and 

she would like to see it at $100,000. The Rainy Day Fund is not being tapped for this. We are not 

recommending building a Town Hall at this time. We are not necessarily recommending building the 

building that was in that concept drawing. We are not recommending a need for any tax increase. We 

are not recommending for a water or sewer increase. This money will come out of money that is 

currently coming into the town. We are recommending the Town Council instruct the Clerk Treasurer to 

appropriate money for the future Town Hall as described in the attached financial summary with the 

understanding that if those funds are needed they can be used for more urgent needs. The savings over 

next three years will be $139,000. The total will only be $15,000 out of water and $15,000 out of sewer 

over the next three years. If you tapped those out and needed it somewhere else you would still save 

$109,000. To not do this is pushing the inevitable problem onto a future Council and the town residents. 

At some point someone is going to have to make a discussion to save some money. Diane feels 

confident we can do it within what we have. We would really urge the Council to do it. I’m going along 

with Trena’s suggestion of revisiting it annually. Clyde stated I was in quite a few of those meetings.  I 

have mentioned numerous times about getting a cost of extending this building and putting a façade out 

that would match. I’m quite sure it would be a whole lot less money and I get completely ignored over 

that suggestion because everybody wants this big, shiny building. I understand what you are saying and I 

can almost go along with that but I still don’t see why it cannot be looked at to extend this building and 

a costs factor on that. Tim answered it can be looked at remodeling, extending, rehabbing another 

building. These figures were simply to come up with a plan of what kind of financial shape we are in. At 

this point, the town can’t build onto this building. There is no money available. We are basically looking 

at worst case scenario. Chances are this Council will not decide what happens as far as a future Town 

Hall because it is going to be that far down the road. If you save this money and say ten years from now 

saving that kind of money and the next Council says for cash we can build on to this. All we are asking 

from this Council is to direct the Clerk Treasurer to hold money back. Clyde stated I understand that but 

the cost factor of 2.5 million dollars versus what we don’t know to add on is the scary part that I’m 

assuming the Council is not going to go along with. Why not see what it will cost. Tim stated to find out 

what that is going to cost will require an investment from the town. We already invested in getting this. 

We know that even if it came in at half price of this, we can’t do it. As you get closer and you have 

money there and the Council can make that decision. You will need a working set of prints. It still 

doesn’t change the fact that you need to save. The plan that we have is based on a million dollar loan. 



  

FEBRUARY 20, 2018 6 

 

All we are asking is for the Council to allow money to be appropriated for this. Jerry stated I think you 

have to start somewhere. If you want a new building in ten or fifteen years, we are going to have to start 

saving somehow to get from here to there. Even if you do the build on, you still have nothing saved. If 

Diane tells me it’s feasible, I am for it knowing that is money available for anything that comes up that 

the town needs. Nellie stated didn’t we just do this a couple of months ago and decided our finances 

were not good enough to save money for that. Tim stated it will only be if the money is available. The 

Clerk Treasurer has stated she can do this without affecting anything else. I just wanted to give one 

more presentation and I hope you all understand that we were not asking you to build that building or 

any building at this time, we would just like to see the town start saving some money for the future. Ed 

thanked Tim and the committee for their time. Tim stated he wanted to thank the committee too and 

wanted to thank Trena. Clyde stated we haven’t heard from Diane. What is your input on this? Diane 

answered I was the one that presented it last month. As Tim stated, one of the purposes of doing this is 

to show that we can put that money aside. We do currently have money put aside for a Town Hall. It 

doesn’t have to be used for that but it was in the budget last year. I would just continue to implement 

that in the budget. I do feel that we could support that as it was presented. If we can’t, there is no risk. It 

just won’t get placed in that appropriation if it is not there. In the funds that were presented, I do feel 

we have the money to do that. Clyde made a motion to proceed with that recommendation pending 

that we can utilize that money anytime we want to. Jerry seconded. Motion carries 4/1. Tim stated 

the future Council will very much thank you for this. Thank you very much. 

 

WATER & SEWER BUDGET 

Diane Burton stated the information given to you is the same that was reviewed last month. I just want 

to see if the Council wants to pass that budget. As a review Water Operating expenses are $660,725. 

Total revenue is $551,268.85. If all budgeted is spent which is never the goal, then we will still have in 

Water $110,538.80 at the end of the year. Clyde made a motion to approve the Water Budget. Jerry 

seconded. Diane clarified the claim that David and I presented earlier will fit in to this budget. Motion 

carries 5/0. 

 

Diane reviewed the Sewer Budget. Diane stated the total expenses is $321,925. Total revenue is 

$260,949.60. Total after the expenses will be $363,502.60 if all was spent. Ohmer made a motion to 

approve the Sewer Budget. Nellie seconded. Motion carries 5/0. 

 

2018 BUDGET ORDER 

Tabled. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

TOWN EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFIT COVERAGE 

Rachel Lavelle, Logan Lavelle Hunt, stated we recently merged with Shepherd out of Indianapolis. We 

are one of the fifty largest insurance agencies in the United States. We believe in our partnership with 

our customers. Rachel stated the insurance market is not the prettiest environment that we have had 

the pleasure of participating in here recently. Rachel reviewed the proposal. Rachel stated you are 

currently with Anthem. They are deemed one of the largest in our country. One advantage with Anthem 

is if you cross state lines, you can access another Blue Cross in another state. Rachel reviewed the 

current plan. Rachel stated within the renewal there are some additional options that Anthem provides. 
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Rachel reviewed some of the Anthem renewal options. Rachel also provided information on United 

HealthCare Plans. Rachel stated United HealthCare is another nationwide insurance carrier out there. 

United HealthCare does not allow out of network coverage unless it is an emergency situation. My 

recommendation is to stick with Anthem renewal option with the $4,000 deductible at the 7.29% rate 

increase because we know what we are getting.  

 

Jake Miller, Miller Insurance, stated we have partnered with Jackie Keller, Group Benefits of Indiana. I 

will let him go over our quote. Jackie stated after meeting with a few members of the town last week, I 

came back with a new proposal. I agree that I don’t think United HealthCare is a good fit for the town 

since the town would like to have out of network coverage. I put on my proposal a copy of your 

projected renewal of the $4,000 plan with a 7.29% increase. Anthem does have an HSA that replaces 

your current plan. It is a $2,700.00 deductible. Jackie reviewed that plan. The monthly premium will be 

$5,927.76 based on the updated census that we received last week. That would be my top option. Jackie 

reviewed that plan. Jackie stated it is more expensive but it provides a lower deductible for the 

employees. I can offer MD Live which is a zero cost telemedicine for the first year. Jackie reviewed that 

policy. Jackie stated we also provide a wellness card. The council discussed the options. Clyde stated I 

want the best for our employees. Clyde asked how the increase is going to interfere with our budget. 

Diane answered it is about $400 a month more than the $4,000 deductible plan and about $800 a 

month more than what we are paying now which is just how it is. I do always budget a cushion into 

health insurance because you never know how it is going to go with health insurance premiums. Clyde 

made a motion to accept Miller Insurance, Anthem at $2,700 deductible plan. There was more 

discussion on plan options. Nellie seconded. Motion carries 4/0. 1 abstain.  

 

METHODIST CHURCH FLAG 

Pastor Ed Cottrell, Methodist Church, stated we are investigating adding services to the church, a 

possible Saturday night service. We are looking into matching grant money. I had to come up with some 

information on the cost of what we were looking at. One of the things was banners to welcome people 

and tell about the service. We came upon a banner that hangs on a pole. There is a light pole that has a 

security light for the church and a street light sitting at one of our parking lots. A decision has not been 

made by the church. I asked if there are any regulations against that. JT said it would have to come to 

the Council for approval. The council received handouts of the banners. Pastor Ed shared about the 

quality of the banners and the cost which will be paid for by the church. The church is willing to remove 

the banners if the town decided to do something similar. Pastor Ed asked for approval of the council to 

hang the banners. There was discussion and some questions from the Council. Pastor Ed stated he will 

verify approval from Duke. Ed, Council President, stated I don’t want to see it up there twelve months of 

the year. Pastor Ed answered we will probably get several of them. The council agreed pending approval 

from Duke Energy.   

 

SMOKE ON THE SQUARE 

Jeff Yarnell, Community Center, requested the dates of June 8 & 9 on the square. Jeff stated this will be 

our 8th annual Smoke on the Square. Smoke of the Square Hope Indiana is the biggest backyard 

barbeque competition in the state. Every year we have a cooks meeting for all the teams. One thing that 

has been brought up the last two years, is a little bit of safety concern. We normally shut down the 

inside parking of the square. That is where the teams set up the smokers. What I would like to do this 
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year is shut down the inner right away. Leave the middle parking open, the outer road and then parking 

next to the businesses. Jeff requested special permission to have a bouncy house. They have had one for 

the past two years and it has went over very well. Jeff stated he will find volunteers to parent it for 

safety. It gives children something to do. Ed clarified that he will provide a certificate of insurance. Jeff 

confirmed. There was discussion of the Council. Ohmer stated if they provide a certificate of insurance I 

don’t have a problem with the bouncy house. There was discussion on shutting down the streets. Jerry 

made a motion to approve his request. Ohmer questioned his space and offered our lot by the Town 

Hall. Jeff stated we can fit thirty teams around square. We get new teams every year. Nellie seconded. 

Motion carries 5/0. 

 

DAVEY ANNUAL TREE PROGRAM 

David Clouse requested approval to contract with Davey Tree Service to take care of the parks. David 

explained we rotate fertilization and treatment of the Ash trees. This helps with the cost. This year it is 

for the treatment. There was discussion on the trees. David stated the total costs is $3,836.00. Ohmer 

made a motion to approve the treatment of the trees. Clyde seconded. Motion carries 5/0. 

 

TOWN OF HOPE UNITED WAY DAY 

JT Doane stated I had a lunch with United Way and they agreed to do a Town of Hope United Way Day. 

They were in Town last year in May doing projects for a few individuals in town. They discussed the 

possibility of setting up a day. We haven’t set that date yet. First it depends on the community to give 

ideas and some projects. If you know of anyone that needs gutters cleaned out, some painting, basic 

plumbing, anything that you can think of that someone is not able to do. Have them called me or give 

me their name. I will compile a list for United Way. We will then set up a date. I plan to utilize the 

Student Enrichment Committee as well for some volunteers.  

 

JEFF YARNELL CONTRACT 

JT Doane stated as you are aware Jeff Yarnell takes care of the trash on the square for us. Roughly 

twenty-one trash cans. That contract is up for renewal. The contract is the same as last year. There is 

just a change in the dates. Clyde made a motion to approve the contract. Nellie seconded. Motion 

carries 5/0.  

 

COUNTY TORNADO SIREN MOU 

JT Doane stated the County reached out to me and there was a meeting with some other Counties that 

have a tornado siren. They have not followed a good formality and protocol. We have a Memorandum 

of Understanding for you to sign tonight. This was what was presented at the County Emergency Center. 

Nothing changed. This is just a formality that the County should have done initially when they installed 

the tornado siren. After it is signed, I will get this to the County and they will go through some 

formalities. Ohmer made a motion to approve the MOU. Clyde seconded. Motion carries 5/0. 

 

TOWN REPORT 

JT Doane reviewed his Town Manager report which reads as follows: 

 

• INDOT Community Crossing Matching Grant (CCMG): Paving anticipated for May 2018; Meeting 
to be scheduled week of 2/19 with O’Mara and Strand to review plan/layout on the sidewalk areas 
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for ADA Compliance; Council President Johnson and Council Member Miller review insurance 
information and signature provided on document binders; Town Manager Doane then delivered 
to Strand Associates accordingly;    

• New Town Hall: Town Hall Committee meeting held on February 1st at Town Hall; Town Hall 
Committee Chair Shoaf to provided further detail at February Town Council Meeting;   

• Garbage and Junk Ordinance: Additional home on Meadow Place provided Town Attorney Boll 
for legal action; also provided home on Washington Street for letter regarding non-compliance 
with ordinance and possibility of court action;  3 additional properties to be red tagged provided 
on February 15;  

• WCSI Radio Show:  next radio show Thursday, MARCH 1, 8:30 AM; attended February 1 radio 
show;  

• 2017/2018 Hope Student Enrichment Committee: They are currently discussing and planning a 
possible Class of 2018 commemorative mark; will have further details to share; further details to 
follow after march meeting;  

• Goshen Meadow Sanitary Project: Flow Meter Test currently installed for purposes of 
determining further data analysis;  

• Columbus Visitor Center: Ms. Niverson indicated “pleased” with results and also acknowledged 
her sentiment that she “loves the momentum I have built in hope”; Yellow Trail Museum having 
additional hours through winter months!!!!!!!!   

• Scheduled lunch and had discussion with United Way on a Hope Day for 2018; more details and 
specifics to follow; plan to initially pitch idea to get interested candidates for painting, cleaning 
of gutters, yard work, brush;  

• Attended Groundhog’s Day Friday, February 2, 2018, 830 am Hope Town Square; delivered 
speech; attended willow leaves follow program on square; attended program to follow at Hope 
Elementary; 

• Met with resident that had recently refurbished and polished home on Scott Street; interesting 
in doing same to others for sale to home owners!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Town Marshal Tallent 
transported and Town Manager Doane generated list of 17 homes; provided addresses to Ms. 
Petro accordingly;     

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS ABOUT SUBMITTED REPORTS 

*A Police, Animal Control, Utilities and Town Manager’s report has been given to the council prior to the 

meeting to review and kept on file at the Clerk Treasurer’s Office. 

 

Ed stated we need to start the process on hiring a new lawyer since Cindy is retiring. Cindy handed me 

four names. Can the Clerk Treasurer write a letter requesting to meet with us? There was some 

discussion on the list. Ed stated we should reach out to all of them.   

 

Jackie Keller stated Group Benefits of Indiana likes to handle aspects of the enrollment. I will work with 

Diane on that. Our request is the council votes to approve to let us administer those. I would like to 

come back to the next council meeting and bring a recommendation. One of the benefits that we like to 

provide is a Colonial Life wellness card.  There is no cost to the town. It is just something that we offer 

when we do open enrollment every year. Diane clarified you are just offering to quote not commit. 

Jackie stated I am asking them to sign us as an agent on certain products so we can administer 

everything. It was the consensus of the Council for him to bring back quotes.  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Ed Stone asked what affect is closing SR9 and 252 going to have on the town? Ed stated it’s going to 

close in about a week and a half. You will not be able to drive 9 or 252 all the way to 44 in downtown 

Shelbyville. Matt stated this is the first I have heard of it. Usually the State highway will contact us. Ed, 

Council President, requested Matt to contact them and let the Council know. Matt confirmed. Ed asked 

Matt to find out dates.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
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